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CELEBRATING AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE DAY 

U.S. Independence Day, commonly referred to as the “Fourth of July,” commemorates the anniversary of the 
signing of the U.S. Declaration of Independence.  The articles below provide a snapshot of some of the 
diverse ways in which Americans have celebrated the Fourth of July, and explore some of the history 
surrounding the Fourth.   
 
These articles are either in the public domain or have been copyright cleared for reproduction and 
republication outside the United States. Copyright requirements, if any exist, are listed with the individual 
articles. 

Making Sense of the Fourth of July by Pauline Maier 
Maier discusses the history of the Fourth of July, which celebrates the Declaration of Independence rather 
than the actual date of independence from Britain, and how the Declaration came to usurp a role normally 
delegated to bills of rights. 

Celebrating the Fourth of July by Marian I. Doyle 
After the American Revolution, towering bonfires were lit the night before the Fourth and bells, guns and 
cannons broke the morning. 

July 4 Means Room for Everyone in One Alaskan City by Sherry Simpson 
Sherry Simpson recounts celebrating Independence Day in Ester, Alaska, a tiny community just a few miles 
south of Fairbanks. 

Patriot Alley by Edward E. Ericson, Jr. 
A traditional Fourth of July parade is the highlight of one neighborhood celebration that continues to attract 
strong interest. Ericson chronicles the history of the celebration, which began in 1934. 

Independence Day in Bristol, Rhode Island by Carol McCabe 
In Bristol, a red, white, and blue center stripe marks the route of America's longest-running Independence 
Day parade. The town welcomes guests and cheers 10,000 marchers to celebrate the birth of the United 
States. 

Independence Day, Apart From the Fireworks by James D. Bloom 
Each year, on July 4, Americans celebrate their freedom and independence with great fanfare. But writers 
and artists have often seen a deeper meaning in what is for most Americans a celebratory occasion. Like 
writers everywhere, they tend to probe and analyze this powerful symbolic event for nuanced reflection on 
the values that underlie the Fourth of July. As a result, the national holiday in classic American literature 
sometimes takes on an ironic or shadowed cast. 
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Playing with Fire by Jack Kelly 
Legion Fireworks has carried on the venerable craft tradition of pyrotechnics since it arrived in Italy from 
China 500 years ago. Kelly presents the history of fireworks and their use in celebration. 

Torpedo Patriotism by Jack Kelly 
Firecrackers, fountains and bottle rockets that ordinary citizens shoot off in their back yards, known in the 
fireworks industry as "toy" fireworks, are as replete with tradition and nostalgia as their larger counterparts. 

Meet the Author of the U.S. Constitution's Preamble by Albert P. Blaustein 
Best known for writing the preamble of the U.S. Constitution, Gouverneur Morris used his legendary wit, 
eloquence and insight to make many other contributions to liberty. 

Constitution Is Most Important U.S. Export by Albert P. Blaustein 
In this essay, the author who taught at Rutgers School of Law and authored a six-volume work on the U.S. 
Constitution, outlines how the document has been used as a model by other governments in crafting their 
own constitutions. Written to commemorate the bicentennial of the U.S. Constitution, the article remains a 
classic assessment of the attraction of America's fundamental political document to nations struggling to 
achieve democracy from the eighteenth through the twentieth centuries. 

Dr. Franklin's Plan by Stephan A. Schwartz 
Years before the United States became a nation, Founding Father Benjamin Franklin had a plan for the kind 
of country he wanted it to be. 

The Iconography Of Triumph And Surrender by Robert A. Selig 
From Trumbull and Blarenberghe to Hess and Kunstler, dozens of painters, engravers, and lithographers 
have tried their hands and skills at depicting the plains outside Yorktown as they looked on the day American 
independence was all but achieved. 

The Idea Of America by Morghan Transue 
As part of the "We the People" initiative, the National Endowment for the Humanities invited high school 
juniors across the United States to submit essays that explore what it is that connects the United States as a 
nation. More than thirteen hundred essays were submitted. The winner, Morghan Transue, examines the 
belief of most Americans that governmental "checks and balances" safeguard American democracy. 

Midnight Riders by Charles J. Caes 
Following a convoluted series of events in the days leading up to April 15, 1775, Paul Revere and William 
Dawes were sent to alert Lexington and Concord that the British were coming. But it was a virtually 
forgotten third rider who would complete their mission. 

The Origins of Flag Day 
The early history of the U.S. flag and Flag Day is a matter of debate. Both President Wilson, in 1916, and 
President Coolidge, in 1927, issued proclamations asking for June 14 to be observed as the National Flag 
Day.  But it was not until August 3, 1949, that Congress approved the national observance, and President 
Harry Truman signed it into law. 

Our Flag Was Still There by Edwards Park 
This article discusses the Star-Spangled Banner and the anthem it inspired, which is a musical salute to the 
Stars and Stripes. 

Seamstress for a Revolution by William C. Kashatus 
Kashatus details the life of Betsy Ross, a seamstress who lived in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in the 1770s, 
and her prominent role in the history of the flag of the United States. There is controversy surrounding the 
claim of her descendants that she was the one who designed and created the first U.S. flag during the War 
of Independence. 

Winter of Discontent by Norman Gelb 
Even as he endured the hardships of Valley Forge, George Washington faced another challenge: critics who 
questioned his fitness to lead. 
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POLITICS & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

1. WHAT SHOULD THE WORLD EXPECT FROM AMERICA AFTER BUSH? 
Thomas Carothers and Robert Kagan 
Carnegie Endowment, March 4, 2008, 24 pages 

With a new occupant coming to the White House in January 2009, expectations are for a major shift in 
U.S. foreign policy and a renewal of the transatlantic partnership.  But how much change is likely?  On 
what foreign policy choices can a politically divided America agree, and what significant divergences will 
remain?   The authors discuss what post-Bush U.S. foreign policy will likely mean for the world and 
where the presidential candidates differ with regard to their policies on the Middle East, climate change, 
trade, the war on terror, and America’s role in the world. 

2. THE FUTURE OF AMERICAN POWER 
Fareed Zakaria 
Foreign Affairs, May/June 2008, 26 pages 

The world is challenging U.S. industrial, financial, social, and cultural power.  Even though the United 
States has the strength and dynamism to continue shaping the world, it has to reorient U.S. policy for a 
world defined by the rise of other powers.  Fareed Zakaria, editor of Newsweek International, examines 
whether the United States can fix its political system in order to keep its economy and society 
competitive.

3. THE END OF LIBERAL GLOBALIZATION 
Michael F. Oppenheimer 
World Policy Journal, Winter 2007/08, 9 pages 

Even though many aspects of globalization -- the rapid advance and diffusion of technology, the 
proliferation of private transnational actors, and the centrality of economic growth -- are well established 
and probably irreversible, the “liberal form” of globalization that has shaped the world over the past 60 
years is in steep decline.  Michael Oppenheimer, an associate professor at New York University’s Center 
for Global Affairs, discusses the decline of the liberal form of globalization in the United States, which will 
imperil the economic and political benefits of growth, poverty alleviation, and relative peace among great 
powers.  It also examines the major reasons for that decline. 

4. THE FIRST 21ST-CENTURY CAMPAIGN 
Ronald Brownstein 
National Journal, April 19, 2008, 7 pages 

In scope and sweep, tactics and scale, the marathon struggle between Obama and Clinton has triggered 
such a vast evolutionary leap in the way candidates pursue the presidency that it is likely to be 
remembered as the first true 21st-century campaign.  Ronald Brownstein examines the campaign 
strategies adopted by U.S. Democratic presidential candidates Barack Obama and Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and provides numerous examples of their successful campaign techniques. 

5. AMERICA THE RESILIENT: DEFYING TERRORISM AND MITIGATING NATURAL DISASTERS 
Stephen E. Flynn 
Foreign Affairs, March/April 2008, 4 pages 

A climate of fear and a sense of powerlessness caused by the threats of terrorism and natural disasters 
are undermining American ideals and fueling political demagoguery.  Rebuilding the resilience of 
American society is the way to reverse this trend and respond to today’s challenges, says Stephen Flynn, 
Jeane J. Kirkpatrick Senior Fellow for National Security Studies at the Council on Foreign Relations. 
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6. THE NEXT GENERATION OF TERROR 
Marc Sageman 
Foreign Policy, March/April 2008, 6 pages 

The world’s most dangerous jihadists no longer answer to al Qaeda.  The terrorists we should fear most 
are self-recruited wannabes who find purpose in terror and comrades on the Web.  This new generation 
is even more frightening and unpredictable than its predecessors, but its evolution just may reveal the 
key to its demise, writes Marc Sageman, a forensic psychiatrist and former CIA case officer. 

7. THE DEMOCRATIC ROLLBACK: THE RESURGENCE OF THE PREDATORY STATE 
Larry Diamond 
Foreign Affairs, March/April 2008, 5 pages 

After decades of historic gains, the world has slipped into a democratic recession, asserts Larry Diamond, 
a Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution and Co-Editor of the Journal of Democracy.  Predatory states 
are on the rise, threatening both nascent and established democracies throughout the world.  But this 
trend can be reversed with the development of good governance and strict accountability and the help of 
conditional aid from the West. 

8. ENERGY CHALLENGES FOR THE NEXT PRESIDENT 
Lamar Alexander, et al.  
The Brookings Institution, May 12, 2008, 79 pages 

Energy issues are among the most important strategic challenges facing America and the world.  The 
authors discuss the big energy questions facing the next president, from ethanol subsidies to trade 
policy.  They then examine the big-pictures challenges that the next president should take on over the 
next four years so that the United States can eventually achieve energy independence. 

 

SOCIAL ISSUES & VALUES, EDUCATION AND THE ARTS 

9. BEST PRACTICES FOR ACHIEVING HIGH, RAPID READING GAINS 
Marie Carbo 
The Education Digest, March 2008, 4 pages 

Marie Carbo, Executive Director of the National Reading Styles Institute, presents strategies for school 
principals seeking to increase levels of reading achievement among their students.  She explores 
educational strategies, including focusing on reading strengths rather than weaknesses, reducing stress 
associated with reading, and making use of modeling methods.  The article also provides a list of 
Internet resources concerning reading instruction. 

10. MINDS ON FIRE 
John Seely Brown and Richard P. Adler 
Educause Review, January/February 2008, 11 pages 

It is unlikely that sufficient resources will be available to build enough new campuses to meet the 
growing global demand for higher education—at least not the sort of campuses traditionally built for 
colleges and universities.  With the growth and evolution of the Internet, current methods of teaching 
and learning will not adequately prepare students for the lives they will lead in the 21st century.  John 
Seely, a Visiting Scholar and Advisor at the University of Southern California, and Richard Adler, a 
Research Affiliate at the Institute for the Future in Palo Alto, address the problem of growing global 
demand for higher education and discuss the impact of the Internet on this field. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

11. NEW MEDIA AS THE MESSAGE 
Alexis Simendinger 
National Journal, April 19, 2008. 5 pages 

The author examines presidential campaign strategies utilizing new media approaches, including the 
Internet, social networking and other new technologies for organizing potential voters.  The 2008 twist 
on political messaging mobilizes two communications technologies at once.  First, the campaigns harness 
the ability of television to engage a broad audience using emoticons, music, and moving images.  
Second, they utilized the capacity of text messaging to establish social links that can help transform 
citizen engagement into political support, one person at a time. 

12. THINK GLOBALLY, BUT WHERE TO START? 
Amy S. Blaine 
Searcher, March 2008, 6 pages 

Nowadays, every newscast, paper, and magazine includes a segment or column on celebrities or 
industries "going green," but what exactly does this phrase mean to the ordinary individual busy with 
work, play, and family life?  Fortunately, for the green newbie, a plethora of websites and blogs exist 
that provide suggestions for making greener choices.  This article offers information on several web sites 
that promote the green concept.  

13. RIDING THE WAVES OF TODAY’S ONLINE WEB TOOLS 
Edward Metz 
Online, January/February 2008, 4 pages 

Edward Metz, a systems librarian at the Combined Arms Research Library, finds that the old days of Web 
surfing -- in which users went from site to site to check on the latest content updates -- are long gone, 
being replaced by RSS feeds and online news aggregators.  Now, as more productivity tools become 
available online and social networking tools proliferate, the author opines that it would certainly be 
helpful to have just one single platform to host and organize all these services.  The author explores 
iGoogle, a platform that stores some 25,000 content modules or “gadgets,” as these mini-Web 
applications are called. 

14. FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
Kevin Rector 
American Journalism Review, April/May 2008, 1 page 

As established news organizations cut back on international reporting, a new website, Global News 
Enterprises, aims to cover the world.  Set to be launched in early 2009, it will be the first U.S.-based 
website dedicated entirely to foreign news.  Global News will rely on dozens of reporters in almost 70 
countries to provide in-depth stories on issues affecting a globalizing world.  Global News is the 
brainchild of Philip Balboni, founder and former president of New England Cable News, the United States’ 
largest regional television news network. 
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